
Page 16 aPril 14, 2019 

SWEET HOME INDIANA GIFTS 
Help us celebrate our 1-year anniversary 4/27 & 4/28
8251 Wicker Ave • St. John
219-627-3061
www.sweethomeindianagifts.com

HARTMAN GLOBAL IP LAW
Worldwide IP Law Exclusively 
2621 Chicago St., Suite A • Valparaiso
219-462-4999
www.HartmanGlobal-IP.com

LIGHTHOUSE INSURANCE AGENCY
We offer “egg”actly what you need!
8213 Wicker Ave. • St. John
219-365-0066
www.lighthouseagency.biz

RITZI LAW, LLC
We make house calls for estate planning matters
1322 119th St. • Whiting
219-659-0800
www.ritzilaw.com

ILLIANA HEATING 
& AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
Family Owned & Operated Since 1987
11407 Wicker Ave. • Cedar Lake
219-300-3374
www.illianaheating.net

CUTE AS A CUPCAKE! 
CUPCAKERY & BAKE SHOP
A Life without Cupcakes is a Life without Love
2008 W. 81st Ave. • Merrillville
219-472-0858
www.cuteasacupcake3.com

ECO CHIC BOUTIQUE
Women’s Consignment Boutique Plus Dance Dresses
425 Joliet St. • Dyer
219-227-0646
www.ecochicboutique.us

HILBRICH HOLIDAY TRAVEL
Join us on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje & Italy,
July 17, 2019
18 E US Rte 30 • Schererville 
219-322-1116
www.hilbrichholidaytravel.com

ALLSTATE INSURANCE - 
CAROL KOSIOR 
Contact me today for a personalized insurance review!
9111 Broadway Ste. K • Merrillville
219-769-0020
carolkosior@allstate.com

AUSTGEN KUIPER JASAITIS P.C.
Estate Planning & Administration
130 North Main St. • Crown Point
219-663-5600
www.austgenlaw.com

ST. ELIJAH’S BAKE SALE 
(APRIL 18-19)
10 am-6 pm /Homemade strudels, nut rolls, and more
8700 Taft Street • Merrillville
219-942-9762 
Preorder email Stelijahkolo@gmail.com

Easter is on its way!
Wishing you a blessed Holy Week

ENGAGING THE SPIRIT

Project at Munster parish highlights evangelization, stewardship

BY VANESSA NEGRETE
Northwest Indiana Catholic

 As we start Holy Week, 
more people probably 
have Lent than Advent on 
the mind. But an Advent 
project at St. Thomas More 
could succeed at parishes 
any time during the liturgi-
cal year.
 Bishop Donald J. Hying 
is visiting every parish for 
a day this year. At the end 
of March, his travels took 
him to the Munster parish, 
and one of the takeaways 
was an Advent reflection 
booklet.
 Father Mike Yadron, 
pastor of St. Thomas More, 
said he has written daily 
reflections for several 
years. They are posted on 
the parish website and on 
Facebook, and they are 

emailed to people who sign 
up to receive them. 
 He said Paul Liszewski, 
chair of the parish steward-
ship commission, recom-

mended creating a booklet 
of daily reflections specifi-
cally for Advent.
 The end product was 
a 50-page color booklet 

filled with Father Yadron’s 
reflections. 
  “I went from the first 
day of Advent all the way 
through the first day of 
Ordinary Time,” Father 
Yadron said. 
 The bottom of each 
page highlights a ministry 
connected to stewardship. 
The inside cover lists the 
schedule of Advent and 
Christmas events, including 
Mass times, prayer services 
and musical performances. 
The back few pages list 
the parish ministries and 
contact information for 
each. The hope was that 
including information 
about the parish ministries 
would encourage people to 
practice their faith through 
those programs, according 
to Father Yadron.
 “If this sounds like 
something you want to do, 
give it a try,” he said.
 The booklets were made 
available in church. People 
were encouraged to take 
one per family and to take 
more if they wanted to 
send one to a loved one 
who is not as engaged 
in their faith and would 
benefit from this type of 

resource.
 He said the booklet 
was so well received that 
he was asked to put one 
together for Lent, but he 
did not have enough time 
this year. Each reflection 
takes at least a half hour 
to write. He plans to write 
another booklet of Advent 
reflections later this year 
and also prepare enough 
reflections for the next 
Lenten season.
 Writing in advance is not 
his usual routine. Father 
Yadron posts a reflection at 
6 a.m. every day. He writes 
it either that morning or the 
night before so the material 
is fresh, he said.
 “I first started them on 
Ash Wednesday a long 
time ago,” he explained.
 The first few years, his 
reflections were based on 
readings or psalms. But 
instead of being repeti-
tive after cycling through, 
he now finds inspiration 
everywhere, including 
movies, pop music and 
more.
 “Whenever I see a quote 
that grabs me, I use that as 
the basis for the reflection,” 
Father Yadron said.

 Although the Advent 
booklet was an idea that 
came from the stewardship 
commission, it is also a 
tool for evangelization to 
get people reengaged and 
focused more on the faith, 
Father Yadron said. 
 Stewardship and evange-
lization are two of the eight 
ecclesial areas of focus for 
the synod implementation.
 Father Yadron said that 
if other parishes want to 
produce a similar resource, 
they don’t have to wait for 
Advent. 
 “In terms of actually get-
ting started, trust the Spirit 
and do it,” he said. “You 
can talk about themes, sea-
sons, sacraments.”
 To tell us how your par-
ish is following the Holy 
Spirit’s lead in this synod 
process, contact Vanessa 
Negrete at vnegrete@
dcgary.org or 769-9292, 
ext. 246.

Father Michael Yadron, pastor of St. Thomas More in 
Munster, wrote daily reflections that were compiled in 
Advent booklets available at the church. The booklets 
served as evangelization tools that other parishes in the 
diocese can model. (Anthony D. Alonzo photo)


